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RISING STARS TUTOR CONNECTION: A PARTNERSHIP FOR LEARNING  

Imperial County Social Services averages about 200 children and youth living in the foster care 

system every year. The school district reports hundreds of more children or students who are 

currently homeless. Foster youth experience many obstacles and hardships that have a negative 

effect on their academics. Foster youth will experience numerous school changes and placement 

instability while growing up in the foster care system. Foster youth and homeless youth often 

demonstrate poor academic outcomes as a result of the instability in their lives. Here are a few 

examples of the academic obstacles: 

• Only 56% of youth in care graduate from high school  

• Are more likely to be in special education programs  

• Over a third have reported having 5 or more school changes 

• 2.5x more likely to fail a grade in school 

Rising Stars Tutor Connection is a collaboration which provides effective and individualized 

tutoring services to local students K-12 who are living in foster care or in a homeless situation. 

Tutors can offer assistance with homework assignments or offer activities that will enhance the 

basic skills of the youth. Tutors will attend trainings offered by Imperial Valley ROP such as 

program orientation, impact of child abuse, trauma informed services, professional boundaries, and 

mandated reporting. Here are more details: 

• Make a commitment to tutor 1 youth for entire school year (2-3 hours per week) 

• Attend 3-4 trainings throughout the semester (on campus) 

• 20-30 hours required throughout the semester (approximately 10-12 weeks) 

Volunteers will benefit in numerous ways as a result of volunteering for this great opportunity. 

Volunteers will gain valuable experience, gain valuable work skills when working with high-risk 

youth populations, network with community agencies, gain interpersonal work skills and acquire 

experience in leading academic activities. Other benefits of volunteering: 

• Learn about the unique educational needs of youth in foster care or homeless 

• Gain experience working with children and teenagers 

• Learn methods on how to support and educate students that have been through trauma  

 



                                     

For more information contact:  

Luis Torres  (760) 337-3096 ltorres@ivrop.org 

• Network with professionals in the education and social services field  

• Become a role model to a youth that has experienced childhood trauma 

• Learn the benefits of volunteerism and giving back to the community 

 

Rising Stars Tutor Connection will be able to enhance their connection to the community and local 

service providers. The program will also be able to provide the volunteers with numerous 

opportunities to enhance their employability skills and connect them to potential future employers. 

In addition, tutors will have a tremendous impact on local children facing incredible odds against 

succeeding in life and who display poor academic performance. Other benefits for volunteers: 

• Create a space for volunteers and Imperial Valley ROP to come together and meet the needs 

of the youth in foster care and homeless, as well as helping the students achieve higher 

education.  

 

The goals of this Rising Stars Tutor Connection are as follows: 

• Improve the academic performance of child or youth by assisting them with weekly 

homework assignments in a home or school setting.   

• Enhance the study skills, organizational and time management skills of the child to provide 

them with tools that will improve their academic performance in the future.  

• Inspire the child or youth to become college students in the future by connecting them with a 

tutor or role model that will help inspire them.  

 

 

 


