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Law enforcement officials report that identity theft is on the rise. Identity theft describes when 
someone uses your personal information to apply for credit or to buy things under your name.  
 
Here are different ways your identity can be stolen: 
 
• Stolen or lost driver’s license/California ID 
• Take your Social Security Card or number 
• Steal your credit card or ATM card (or use your account #) 
• Fake phone calls or internet scams that request your personal information 
• Steal your information or pre-approved credit card offers from your trash 
 
Credit fraud can occur without your knowledge. You might not find out until it is too late.  
 
Here are different ways somebody can use your identity: 
 
• Start a new cell phone account 
• Buy a car under your name 
• Rent an apartment under your name 
• Withdraw money from your bank or credit account 
• Take a job with your name 
• Apply for a loan or credit card 

 
Take Steps to Protect Yourself and Minimize the Chance of Identity Theft  
• Never give anyone a card number or other personal information over the telephone unless 

you initiated the call. 
• Report lost or stolen ID’s, credit cards or lost information immediately. 
• Minimize the amount of personal information a criminal can steal. Don't carry your Social 

Security card, birth certificate or passport with you on a routine basis. 
• Safeguard your credit cards just as you would cash. 
• Reduce the number of credit or ATM cards you carry 
• If one of your credit card bills is late, call the card issuer's customer service number 

immediately. Make sure nobody changed the address. 
• Review your statements each month to make sure all charges are correct.  
• Beware of emails that are made to look as if they’re coming from your bank or credit card 

company. Don’t trust these emails and just call the company.  
• Shred pre-approved credit card offers, credit card receipts, anything else that displays your 

credit card information before putting them in the trash.  
• Check your credit report for accuracy at least once a year.  


